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44  

25  Female

0  Marketing  and  advertising  experts

3  Food  producers  (including  farmers)

0  75+  

5  Health  professionals

0  Other/Prefer  not  to  say

0  0-11  

3  Science  and  Academia

national/federal

local/subnational

Manabi.

1  Large  food  companies  and  retailers

6  Women's  groups

6  Parents  and  Caregivers

4  

17  30-49  

2  

of  consumers  and  environmental  organizations)

22  50-74  

1  Educators  and  Teachers

self-identified  as  mestizos  and  indigenous,  dedicated  to  agriculture,  commerce,  housewives,  health  professionals,  and

2  United  Nations

0  Information  and  technology  providers

2  Indigenous  peoples

0  Other  (please  specify)

19  Male

1  News  and  Media  (e.g.  journalists)

Government  officials  and  representatives

The  event  was  attended  by  44  representatives  of  urban  and  rural  communities,  19  men  and  25  women.

2  Civil  society  organizations  (including  groups)

2  12-18  

3  Children,  youth  groups  and  students

0  Small/Medium  Enterprises

representatives  of  local  parish  governments,  all  of  them  from  different  points  of  the  Portoviejo  canton,  province  of

0  Financial  institutions  and  technical  partners

3  19-29  

3  Religious  leaders/Religious  communities
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The  discussion  began  with  the  following  ideal  thought:  "In  three  years  all  children  have  access  to  food  and  health  care  to  
grow  up  healthy  and  free  from  chronic  childhood  malnutrition."  The  open  questions  that  were  asked  to  generate  the  
debate  were:  -  What  do  we  know  about  chronic  childhood  malnutrition?  -  What  measures  could  be  necessary  to  
guarantee  good  nutrition  in  our  communities?  -  What  are  our  responsibilities  to  guarantee  children  free  from  chronic  
childhood  malnutrition  in  our  communities?

The  Nutrition  Dialogues  event  was  held  within  the  framework  of  the  National  Strategy  Ecuador  Grows  without  Childhood  
Malnutrition,  so  representatives  of  public  institutions  such  as  the  Technical  Secretariat  Ecuador  Grows  without  Childhood  
Malnutrition,  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health,  and  the  Decentralized  Autonomous  Government  of  Manabí  initially  
participated,  where  topics  such  as:  -  Importance  of  a  prioritized  package  for  the  prevention  of  ICD.  -  Prevention  
actions  within  the  framework  of  the  Strategy  Ecuador  Grows  without  Chronic  Childhood  Malnutrition.  -  Prevention  
actions  for  ICD  and  anemia.  This  introductory  space  allowed  us  to  learn  about  the  reality  and  challenges  present  in  the  
population  so  that  institutions  can  provide  complete  goods  and  services  to  each  user.  They  also  indicated  
that  inter-institutional  coordination  is  key  to  being  effective  in  actions  with  the  population.  It  was  found  that  6,813  
girls  and  boys  under  2  years  of  age  in  the  province  have  ICD;  so  this  reality  was  the  starting  point  for  the  debate  at  the  
roundtable  discussions.
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URGENT  ACTIONS

CHALLENGES

AREAS  OF  DIVERGENCE

-Little  knowledge  about  Chronic  Childhood  Malnutrition  at  the  family  level.

-  Awareness  at  family  level,  mothers,  fathers  and/or  caregivers  must  know  what  Chronic  Childhood  Malnutrition  (CCM)  is.

-  Lack  of  continuity  of  work  plans  after  periods  have  ended  by  local  and  national  authorities

-  Training  community  leaders  on  health  and  nutrition  issues,  requesting  that  these  be  complied  with  as  mandatory  by  mayors  or  prefectures.

-  Local  health  committees  need  to  be  more  empowered  in  addressing  Chronic  Childhood  Malnutrition  (CCM)

-  Dissemination  of  educational  and  communication  products  through  social  networks  and  traditional  media.

-  Lack  of  resources  (mobilization)  from  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health  to  provide  timely  care  in  difficult-to-reach  neighborhoods.
-  Lack  of  public  policy  framed  to  address  public  health  problems.

-  Request  for  more  staff  to  be  hired  so  that  state  institutions  can  provide  all  services  to  families.

-  A  total  commitment  is  needed  from  the  population  as  well  as  from  authorities  and  institutions;  each  must  carry  out  their  preventive  actions  
responsibly.

-  Poor  inter-institutional  coordination  -  
Insufficient  staff  to  cover  the  entire  population  present  in  the  territory.

-  Promote  the  development  of  brigades  in  hard-to-reach  areas  with  the  necessary  security  guarantee  for  health  professionals.

access.

-  Greater  participation  of  representatives  of  state  institutions  in  the  cantonal  intersectoral  technical  tables  for  the  prevention  of  DCI.

-Insecurity,  as  a  determining  factor  for  young  people  to  stop  studying  and  not  have  correct  life  plans.

-Prioritize  sexual  education  in  educational  units  but  also  family  planning  in  homes.

-  New  ways  of  preparing  food  in  communities,  low-nutrition  preparations.

-Propose  alliances  between  public  and  private  health  institutions  that  are  in  the  same  sector  to  address  the  problem  and  reach  a  greater  
population.
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-  Lack  of  public  policy  framed  to  address  public  health  problems.

-  Request  for  more  staff  to  be  hired  so  that  state  institutions  can  provide  all  services  to  families.

-  Greater  participation  of  representatives  of  state  institutions  in  the  cantonal  intersectoral  technical  tables  for  the  prevention  of  DCI.

The  Nutrition  Dialogues  event  was  held  within  the  framework  of  the  National  Strategy  Ecuador  Grows  without  Childhood  Malnutrition  with  the  
project  Childhood  with  a  Future,  and  had  the  support  of  institutions  such  as  the  Decentralized  Autonomous  Government  of  Portoviejo  Canton,  
Manabi  Province,  and  the  Technical  Secretariat  Ecuador  Grows  without  Childhood  Malnutrition  in  the  call  initiated  by  World  Vision  Ecuador.  
44  people  attended,  
belonging  to  parishes  of  Portoviejo,  women  and  men  who  identify  themselves  as  mestizos,  indigenous,  and  who  
carry  out  various  activities  such  as:  agriculture,  commerce,  housewives,  health  professionals,  and  representatives  of  local,  parish  and  cantonal  
governments,  as  well  as  representatives  of  public  institutions,  radio  stations,  and  churches;  Although  the  national  strategy  for  
the  prevention  of  Chronic  Childhood  Malnutrition  (DCI)  is  in  force,  the  event  developed  was  different  due  to  its  structure,  since  it  was  possible  to  
hear  the  voices  of  all  attendees  as  well  as  debate  the  divergent  points  of  view  resulting  from  each  dialogue  table.  Previously,  a  plenary  session  
was  held  where  representatives  from  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health,  the  Decentralized  Autonomous  Municipal  Government  of  Manabí  and  the  
Technical  Secretariat  Ecuador  Grows  without  Malnutrition,  shared  data  on  DCI  in  the  local  and  national  population  (Ecuador  is  the  fourth  
country  with  the  highest  rate  of  DCI  in  the  region  and  Manabí  (Province  of  Portoviejo)  has  15.17%  DCI  in  children  under  two  years  of  
age)  and  the  
challenges  identified  during  their  intervention  in  the  population  were  also  mentioned:  -Little  knowledge  about  Chronic  Childhood  
Malnutrition  at  the  family  level.

-  Dissemination  of  educational  and  communication  products  through  social  networks  and  traditional  media.

access.

-Propose  alliances  between  public  and  private  health  institutions  that  are  in  the  same  sector  to  address  the  problem  and  reach  a  greater  
population.

-  Lack  of  resources  (mobilization)  from  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health  to  provide  timely  care  in  difficult-to-reach  neighborhoods.

-  Promote  the  development  of  brigades  in  hard-to-reach  areas  with  the  necessary  security  guarantee  for  health  professionals.

-  New  ways  of  preparing  food  in  communities,  low-nutrition  preparations.

-  Training  community  leaders  on  health  and  nutrition  issues,  requesting  that  these  be  complied  with  as  mandatory  by  mayors  or  prefectures.

-  Poor  inter-institutional  coordination  -  
Insufficient  staff  to  cover  the  entire  population  present  in  the  territory.

-Prioritize  sexual  education  in  educational  units  but  also  family  planning  in  homes.

-  Lack  of  continuity  of  work  plans  after  completed  periods  by  local  and  national  authorities  With  this  introduction,  the  discussion  began  in  the  
debate  groups  that  began  their  reflections  based  on  the  question  What  can  we  do  within  the  next  3  years  from  our  spaces  to  reduce  or  
eradicate  this  public  health  problem  in  the  province  of  Manabi?  resulting  in  the  following  proposed  actions:  -  Awareness  at  the  family  level,  
mothers,  fathers  and/or  caregivers  must  know  what  Chronic  Childhood  Malnutrition  (CCM)  is.

There  were  also  suggestions  to  continue  with  this  type  of  spaces  that  encourage  joint  work  based  on  each  of  the  institutional  and  personal  
competencies.

-Insecurity,  as  a  determining  factor  for  young  people  to  stop  studying  and  not  have  correct  life  plans.

This  space  allowed  empathy  to  be  generated  among  the  participants  of  the  dialogue,  as  the  challenges  and  responsibilities  of  each  one  of  
them  were  discussed,  reaching  a  common  agreement  on  urgent  action  from  their  spaces  to  guarantee  the  improvement  of  the  nutritional  
status  of  the  girls  and  boys  of  the  Portoviejo  canton.
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Propose  continued  dialogue  spaces  to  maintain  the  process  of  reflection  and  awareness  of  the  problem.

Local  actors  were  identified  who  are  developing  actions  within  the  framework  of  the  prevention  of  chronic  childhood  malnutrition,  such  as:  
Technical  Secretariat  Ecuador  Grows  without  Childhood  Malnutrition,  Municipal  Government  of  Manabí,  Ministry  of  Public  Health;  who  
supported  the  call  and  invitation  to  speakers  and  attendees.  The  agreements  with  these  local  actors  were  carried  out  at  the  meeting  of  the  
cantonal  intersectoral  table  for  the  prevention  and  reduction  of  chronic  childhood  malnutrition  (CCM)  in  the  Riobamba  canton.  
The  invitation  to  other  participants  (mothers,  caregivers,  community  leaders,  media)  was  developed  through  the  Portoviejo,  Santa  Ana  and  
Flavio  Alfaro  area  projects  belonging  to  World  Vision  Ecuador.

The  dialogue  took  place  in  a  closed  room,  a  space  belonging  to  the  local  provincial  government;  the  methodology  used  was  the  same  as  
that  proposed  for  the  dialogue  of  the  interested  parties:  opening,  discussion  groups  and  then  a  consolidation.  In  the  opening  
plenary,  the  participation  of  representatives  of  3  institutions  (MSP,  GADM  MANABÍ,  STECSDI)  was  added  with  the  objective  of  
presenting  relevant  and  first-hand  information  to  the  attendees.
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Juan  Carlos  Flor  Zonal  Coordinator  4  of  Health,  María  Jose  Fernandez  Zonal  Coordinator  4  Ministry  of  Economic  and  
Social  Inclusion,  Tito  Germán  Alvarez  Zonal  Coordinator  4  GENERAL  DIRECTORATE  OF  CIVIL  REGISTRY,  IDENTIFICATION  
AND  CEDULATION,  Maria  Pilar  Diaz  Technical  Secretary  Ecuador  Grows  without  Child  Malnutrition,  Alexis  Maximiliano  
Nuñez  Zonal  Coordinator,  Diana  Intriago,  Karen  Santana,  Richard  Moreira,  World  Vision  Ecuador  Region  Costa.
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